Seen The Movie, What about It? A Message on the Passion of the Christ movie

Delivered by Rev. Revita De Chalus, Lord Of Hope Ministries on 3/13/04 

Through Godly inspiration

If you haven’t seen the movie, why should you see it? It is a good portrayal of what Jesus’ last hours were like. Women and men are fairly portrayed.

Say with me,” For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” John 3:16
We will use the first letters in the first four words of this verse to talk about four important themes in the Passion of the Christ.
For – It is part of the word Forgiveness. 
Forgiveness is asked to escape the punishment related to doing something that is wrong; something that would upset God. 
Jesus forgave the woman caught in adultery. He wrote in the sand as the people who planned to stone her walked away when Jesus stated, “He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her” John 8:7

Instead of the woman being stoned to death, she was given new life.

When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her,” Woman, where are those thine accusers? Hath no man condemned thee?” John 8:10

She said, No man Lord. And Jesus said unto her, “Neither do I condemn thee: go and sin no more.” John 8:11
Jesus forgave Peter ahead of time, knowing that Peter would deny Jesus. Jesus prayed ahead of time for Peter.

And the Lord said, “Simon, Simon(Peter), behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: Luke 22:31
But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.” Luke 22:32

And he said unto him, Lord I am ready to go with thee, both unto prison, and to death. Luke 22:33
And He said, “I tell thee, Peter, the cock shall not crow this day, before that thou shalt thrice deny that thou knowest me.” Luke 22:34

Jesus forgave Judas ahead of time, knowing that Judas would betray Him. Jesus gave Judas the seat of honor at the last supper.
Jesus forgave the soldier whose ear was cut while trying to restrain Jesus. Jesus healed the soldier’s ear.

And one of them smote the servant of the high priest, and cut off his right ear. Luke 23:50

And Jesus answered and said, 
”Suffer ye thus far.” And he touched his ear, and healed him.  Luke 23:51 

Jesus forgave the thief who asked for forgiveness when he was hanging on the cross. Jesus told the thief that he would be with Him in paradise.

And he said unto Jesus, “Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom.”

And Jesus said unto him, “Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt thou be with me in paradise.” Luke 23:42,43
Jesus forgave the people who taunted Him while He was on the cross by asking God the Father to forgive them.
Then said Jesus, “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.” Luke 23:34

God – With the capital letter G, gives us a way to get rid of the guilt we feel for the wrongs we have done and the punishment we deserve for those wrongs. 

The guilt Judas felt after betraying Jesus. Judas returned the money, but felt taunted, tortured, and cursed.

The guilt Peter felt after he denied knowing Jesus three times. He told Jesus’ mother Mary that he was unworthy to be called a follower of Christ.

The guilt the thief felt who asked for forgiveness from Jesus when he was hanging on the cross. 

God gave us a gift to take away our guilt, the sacrifice of His Son.

So – Add the letter n and you have the Son: the way, the truth, and the life. The one who was the sacrifice/payment for our punishments ; so that we may have a way to God.
Peter thought that he would sacrifice by fighting the Roman soldiers for Jesus, but it wasn’t the way God wanted it to be.

Judas thought that his death would pay for his betrayal of Jesus, but it wasn’t the way God wanted it to be.
Jesus’ mother wanted to die with Jesus, but Jesus reminded her of her responsibility to others.

Only Jesus’ sacrifice of the beatings and the crucifixion was the payment for the punishment we deserve.
Why would Jesus do this?

Loved – Because God loves us and God is love. We as people could never make the payment for the punishment we deserve, so He sacrificed Jesus to give us the choice to come to God through Jesus.

Judas loved money.

Pontius Pilate loved his position of authority.

Peter loved Jesus and fought for Him.

Mary, Jesus’ mother, loved her son.

Jesus loved the Father and was willing to do His will, no matter how hard it was.

God loved the world, For God so loved the world…

Now that you have seen the movie, you can read the Book. The Book of this movie is the Bible. Look to find the translation that is easiest for you to understand from: King James Version, New King James Version, New International Version, New Living Translation, New Revised Standard Version, New American Standard Bible, or versions like The Message where the Bible is written in story form.
Pray that God opens the Bible gospels, particularly the sections of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, to your eyes in a new light.

Maybe now that you have seen the movie ready to make the decision to have Jesus Christ as the head of your life. Do you believe the Passion of the Christ to be true for you? If you do, ask Jesus to be the head of your life. Admit that you believe in His death on the cross for your wrongs, and that you want his help in turning away from wrong.
If you just finished this prayer, let us know. We want to help you to learn more and to grow more in your Christ-led walk. 

We join in celebrating with you.

